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MEETING NOTES 
 

• INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME  
Theresa Rossini and Debbie Sarmento welcomed everyone and everyone 
introduced themselves. Angela Thanyachareon announced that this will be 
her last meeting she will be moving to Washington, DC.  The committee 
thanked her for being part of the FRSC. 
 

• AGENDA REVIEW 
Approved with the following changes: 

• The committee is charged with discussing the 21 
recommendations with input and/or changes for the Executive 
Committee to discuss today at the afternoon session. 

 
• REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING NOTES 

The FRSC May 2008 Committee meeting notes were approved with the 
following changes:   

• Add: Laurie Jordan was absent. 
  

• EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
• Theresa explained that the Executive Committee will be this afternoon.  

Originally there were 29 recommendations and our charge today is to 
go through all 21 recommendations and  

 
V.  PRIORTY/OUTCOME AND ACTION PLAN 
PRIORITY:  SUPPORTS FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES IN NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENTS  
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A. The committee recommendations were submitted in February 2008.  The 
committee discussed the following recommendations. 
 
ICC Recommendation #7 
Committee Discussion:  First 5 Association Section Includes-5 Preschool 
County Screening Network Resource page website available in 2009 with 
what screenings are available through the State wide Screening 
Collaborative (a group of state agencies to figure out universal screening 
big issues are payment, protocol, reimbursement) a matrix will be 
available.  The DDS representative on the collaborative is the Nurse 
Consultant Suzanne DelSarto is on the Collaborative. (specifically related 
to screening and assessment).  The committee invited Erin Dubey from F5 
to bring and share information at next meeting regarding the collaborative. 
 
ICC Recommendation #8 
Committee Discussion:  The partnering does not happen after the LICA’s 
(Local Interagency Coordinating Agencies) went away.  This is a huge 
problem throughout the State.  The committee discussed that there is a 
need for strategies to have Interagency coordinating meetings.   

 
ICC Recommendation #9 
Committee Discussion: Aligns with OSEP. 

 
ICC Recommendation #10 
Committee Discussion: The committee recommends that a representative 
from First 5 be present at the committee meetings and present at the full 
ICC. 

 
ICC Recommendation #11 
Committee Discussion: No discussion 

 
ICC Recommendation#12 
Committee Discussion:  No discussion 

 
ICC Recommendation #14 
Committee Discussion: No discussion 

 
ICC Recommendation #15 
Committee Discussion: The committee discussed background information 
of the 1 year funding for the Newborn Hearing and Screening so the “lost” 
can be accounted for.  CDE and Maternal Child Health put out 1 year 
funding.  Three Early Start Family Resource Centers were funded to follow 
up with families who children are identified and then don’t follow up with 
Regional Center – or next step. 

 
ICC Recommendation #16 
Committee Discussion:  No discussion 

 
ICC Recommendation #17 
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Committee Discussion:  No discussion 
 

 
Rec #18: Committee approval/No DDS comment 

 
Rec#19:  Committee approval/No DDS comment 

 
Rec#20:  Committee approval/No DDS comment 

 
Rec#21:  Committee discussion:  Varied Early Start monitoring activities 
refer to June 25 comments. Regulations are the minimum.  The committee 
discussed how here are many issues about Respite.  The committee 
discussed how to best look at Respite issues possibly as part of the future 
Focused Monitoring.  Recommendation:  When DDS used to come to do 
Focus Groups Respite was an issue, and it was underutilized under the 
IFSP.  A survey is not the answer.  Maybe the need is to look at Family 
Services and OSEP indicators and Respite is part of a larger question.  
Family Resource Center recommendation:  Possibly when they go out to 
monitor and have a meeting with the Family Resource Centers first and 
connect with the family then to the Regional Center providing a 
background of information for the monitoring. 
DDS comment:  This presumes that Respite is a problem.  It will not be 
monitored because it is not required.  Could a possible survey, DDS would 
be willing to explore DDS will be focused monitoring on OSEP  

 
ICC Recommendation #21 
The ICC recommends that Early Start Focused monitoring activities and 
other varied activities (i.e. NCSEAM, Surveys, phone calls, etc.) reviews 
the assessment of the families Concerns, Priorities and Resources to 
assess knowledge of respite and the usage of respite services in Early 
Start. This process shall include parents, service coordinators and Early 
Start family resource centers.  

 
 

 
VI. COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 
 

A. February planning meeting 
The committee was updated on the February meeting.  The February meeting 
will be a planning meeting.  The committee requested updated information for 
their orientation binders, most importantly and including the papers and 
information that each committee has written (i.e. Child Care Position paper, etc.). 

 
B. Diversity Committee 

Debbie Sarmento and Terry Colborn have volunteered to be a part of the 
Diversity Committee (one will attend and one will be the back up).  Debbie and 
Terry will discuss plans for the Diversity Committee over the next few months 
and report at the May 2009 meeting. 
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C. Respite Briefing paper 
The committee began work on the Respite Briefing paper.  Stephanie emailed 
the draft Respite paper to the committee in July.  However, the committee was 
not able to work on input and suggestions before the November meeting 
because of the Executive Order by the Governor.  Stephanie will email the 
updated Respite paper to the committee in January 2009 for input and 
discussion.   
 

H. Training Administrative Law Judges 
 The committee requested this item be discussed at the full ICC meeting on 
Friday. 

 
VII. Next meeting: February 19-20, 2009 
 
VIII. Adjourn: 12:00 pm 
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